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1953 After being rescued in Wontan Bay where he was shot down during the Korean 
War. 
 



 
 
1953 Charlies J. Clarkson descending the helicopter after being fished out of 
Wontan Bay.  
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Charlie J Clarkson during a flight briefing on board flight carrier circa 1950s (back 
row) 
 
 
 



 
Welcome back party for Charlie J Clarkson with the entire flight crew, after he was 
rescued in the Korea after being shot down 1951 USS Antietam. He is in the back row 
with a cake in front of him. 
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Charlie J Clarkson on the USS Antietam CVA-36 flight deck circa 1950 
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 On Wed, Jan 24, 2024 at 10:25 AM Karen Clarkson <clarksonart@gmail.com> wrote: 

 
Charlie J Clarkson's Naval Aviator certification 1951 
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 On Wed, Jan 24, 2024 at 10:24 AM Karen Clarkson <clarksonart@gmail.com> wrote: 
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Charlie J Clarkson circa 1953 as a young officer in the Navy. 
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More photos of Charlie J Clarkson as a jet pilot Circa 1950 with a photo of some of his 
medals 
 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 On Wed, Jan 24, 2024 at 10:20 AM Karen Clarkson <clarksonart@gmail.com> wrote: 

Hi Judy! I spent some time putting together information for you on my father Charlie 
J. Clarkson's Military Service. As you know he made a career out of the Navy so he has 
a long resume, including participation in 3 wars and years of teaching and analysis 
after Vietnam. I have divided it into several categories. Though Charlie has now 
passed I have included personal accounts from his memoirs in 3 of the attachments. 
These accounts are in his own words which he dictated to me directly and I 
transcribed. I think you will find them fascinating. He was the recipient of many 
medals including the Purple Heart and the Joint Services Commendation Medal. I have 
the original medals if you would like a photo of them.  
 
I would enjoy talking about these accounts if you have any questions or interests. 
Many more stories and accounts are in his memoirs but I have narrowed them down to 
these, according to your interview question guidelines. 
 
Here are the written files and information. I will follow it up with photos in the next 
email. 
 
Yakoke!  Karen  
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 On Tue, Sep 5, 2023 at 1:13 PM Karen Clarkson <clarksonart@gmail.com> wrote: 
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 On Wed, Jan 24, 2024 at 10:20 AM Karen Clarkson <clarksonart@gmail.com> wrote: 

Hi Judy! I spent some time putting together information for you on my father Charlie 
J. Clarkson's Military Service. As you know he made a career out of the Navy so he has 
a long resume, including participation in 3 wars and years of teaching and analysis 
after Vietnam. I have divided it into several categories. Though Charlie has now 
passed I have included personal accounts from his memoirs in 3 of the attachments. 
These accounts are in his own words which he dictated to me directly and I 
transcribed. I think you will find them fascinating. He was the recipient of many 
medals including the Purple Heart and the Joint Services Commendation Medal. I have 
the original medals if you would like a photo of them.  
 
I would enjoy talking about these accounts if you have any questions or interests. 
Many more stories and accounts are in his memoirs but I have narrowed them down to 
these, according to your interview question guidelines. 
 
Here are the written files and information. I will follow it up with photos in the next 
email. 
 
Yakoke!  Karen  
 
 
clarksonart.com 
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